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Praise for Canon for Bears
& Ponderosa Pines

"In this new and startling collection, Diane
Frank’s poems transcend not just genres
but entire dimensions. When she speaks to
J.S. Bach, she really means it and when
Bach speaks back, she listens — entirely
— the way certain moths perceive sound
via their whole body, even their wings. How
is this accomplished? It will seem to come
through the poems themselves — their
music, tonal qualities and subjects, yet it
goes even deeper as it pushes up like
duende through the soles of your feet. The
voice is declarative, emphatic, spirit driven.
She will tell you, 'When a buffalo enters
your dream, / listen for arpeggio hooves, /
the weight of music, / a copper moon /
above a vanishing prairie' and you will,

you must listen."

—Lois P. Jones, author of Night Ladder
Radio Host, KPFK’s Poets Café

"Canon for Bears and Ponderosa Pines is
a feast for the senses, the images
conjuring sights, sounds and tastes that
metamorphosize into larger concepts.
However, when Diane Frank introduces
music into her poetry, it takes on a depth,
both joyful and painful, that is, in my
opinion, her finest work. Bravo!"

—Jill Rachuy Brindel

Cellist, San Francisco Symphony
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“Open this book. Listen for the impossible note, for the musical stuff that binds
everything. Before very long, you're likely to discover, as Diane Frank has, that it’s
everywhere — as resonant as the way a string vibrates at the intersection of bow and
memory." —George Wallace, Writer in Residence at the Walt Whitman Birthplace
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